
WEDDING POLICIES AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 

Millstone Township, N.J. 

 

Nuptial Ceremony or Nuptial Mass  
You have an option to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage at either a Nuptial Mass or 
a Nuptial Ceremony. When either the bride or groom is not Catholic it is customary that 
a Nuptial Ceremony be celebrated so that no one will be excluded from Eucharist. In the 
same way, when both the Bride and the Groom are Catholic, it is customary that a 
Nuptial Mass be celebrated.   
 

Decorations and Flowers in Church  
Flowers and other decorations for the wedding celebration must be in keeping with the 
liturgical season. If the church is already decorated for a particular season, those 
decorations will remain. So, for example, if you are getting married in the Christmas 
Season, you better love poinsettias!  
Pew decorations such as bows and ribbons, must be secured with string or rubber 
bands only and must be removed immediately after the wedding. Please do not use 
tacks, tape, staples, metal clips or anything that might mark, scratch or damage the 
pew.   Flowers are permitted, but should be kept simple.  It is the expectation that 
flowers will remain in the church after the wedding (except during Lent). 
 

Dress  
The Church is a sacred space – therefore dress must be in keeping with the dignity of 
the celebration.  If there is a question, please be sure to discuss it with the Priest or 
Deacon prior to making the purchase of something that will be inappropriate.   
 
Fees and Donations  
St. Joseph Church does not charge a fee for any sacraments.  However, you are asked 
to make a donation to the Church in gratitude to God for all the many blessings you 
have received. You do have to pay for the services of the singer and musician, but this 
is not handled through the Church.   
 

Marriage License  
The license is acquired from a N.J. city or township’s municipal office and must be 
obtained within 30 days of the wedding date. Please be sure to find out all of the 
requirements from the Township office and be sure to leave enough time to apply for 
the license and pick it up. The license must be brought to the wedding rehearsal.  
 

Music  
Music for a wedding should be appropriate to the nature of the celebration of a wedding 
that takes place in Church.  We have musician and singer who play/sing at weddings.  
Family or friends who play the organ or sing are welcome to do so either before the 
celebration (prelude) or as a post-communion meditation but out musician & singer will 
do all of the Liturgical Music.  All music has to be religious – popular secular music is 
not appropriate for church – those are better suited for the reception.  Our Coordinator 



of Music – Kristine Reide will provide you with a choice of musical selections and will 
gladly assist you.    
 
Additional instrumentalists (trumpets, violins, etc.) can be arranged through Kristine 
Reide.   
Please be sure to find out all fees related to music and pay them prior to the wedding.   
 
Photographers and Videographers  
You are welcome to have your celebration photographed and/or videotaped. 
Photographers/Videographers will be informed of the policies about where they may 
stand when they arrive at the church.  Unless something is going to take place 
immediately after the wedding, photographs may be taken in church after the wedding 
Ceremony or Mass.  
 

Previous Marriage/Annulments  
If you or your fiancé have been previously married and divorced, a church annulment 
will be necessary before a wedding date can be scheduled. If your former spouse is 
deceased, a death certificate is necessary.  
 

Rehearsal  
The wedding rehearsal is scheduled with the Priest or Deacon who will be assisting you 
through the marriage process.  Rehearsals are normally the evening before. All those 
participating in the wedding as wedding party, parents, readers should be at the 
rehearsal.  You will have chosen the time for the rehearsal, so please be on time.  Be 
sure to bring the Marriage license to the rehearsal.    
 

Rice, bird seed, etc.  
The throwing of rice, bird seed, flower petals, confetti or anything else is not permitted.  
If you are having a flower girl as part of the procession, nothing may be thrown onto the 
floor.  
 

Runners  
For safety and insurance purposes, white runners are not permitted.  
 
Scheduled Times for Wedding  
The time for the wedding and the rehearsal has to be set up with Fr. Mike.  Subject to 
availability, weddings may take place at any time.  On Saturdays, the latest start time for 
a wedding is 2:30PM.   Please do note that weddings begin on time – there is no 
“fashionably late.”  The Groom and his attendants are due in church 30 minutes 
prior to the wedding.  The Bride and her attendants are due in church 15 minutes 
prior to the start of the wedding.   
Readers  

You will be selecting people to proclaim the Scripture Readings ate the Ceremony or 

Mass.  Care should be made to select Readers who will effectively proclaim the Word of 

God. Please be sure to give the readers a copy of the Reading so that they can look it 

over prior to the rehearsal.   



Visiting Clergy  

Catholic Deacons and Priests in good standing who are relatives or friends of either the 

bride or groom are welcome to witness marriage in our church. The visiting priest or 

deacon must write a letter to the pastor of St. Joseph Church asking for delegation. The 

visiting person must also supply the necessary documentation that attests to his 

standing in the church.  If the visiting clergy is also going to do all of the marriage 

preparation and paperwork, he must inform the pastor in his letter requesting 

delegation.  

 

Limousine Drivers 

For some reason Limousine Drivers now try to be the bride’s personal attendant.  This 

does not work out because they are not at the rehearsal and end up telling brides to do 

something other than what was said at the rehearsal.  Please inform the Limousine 

Company that once the driver brings you to the church that other services will not be 

required until you are leaving the church.   
 

 


